Of utmost importance to the success of the research program is the reference library, which now contains more than 21,000 catalogued items concerning biology, medicine, and related fields. The collection includes many early publications that deal with exploration in Alaska and other northern regions. Currently, more than 500 periodicals, mainly technical journals, are received. Much use is made of microfilms and photostats in obtaining otherwise unavailable publications. While maintained primarily for the investigators at the Center, the library is widely used by others, including federal and state employes, students, and private individuals. 
